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reached the provincial mints after they had been in use
for a time in London, and that they were continued
longer than at the Tower.

THE ABCHIEPISCOPAL MINT.

The see of Canterbury was occupied throughout the
whole of the reign of Edward IV by Cardinal Bourchier,
who was appointed in the reign of Henry VI in 1454.
He endeavoured to maintain a position of neutrality in
the struggle between the houses of York and Lancaster,
and lived to celebrate the marriage of Henry VII to
Elizabeth of York, by which they were at last united.
His tomb in Canterbury Cathedral is ornamented with
his well-known badge of the Bourchier knot, which is
also the chief distinguishing mark of the coins issued
from his mint. As he had obtained confirmation of his
rights in 1462 and 1463, there is little doubt that most,
if not all, of the Canterbury half-groats struck up to
1465 were issued by his authority. The earliest of these
interesting coins have for the obverse mint-mark what is
really the arms of the see of Canterbury, viz. an archi-
episcopal pall and cross, although owing to imperfect
striking or clipping the small cross in the fork of the
pall is rarely visible. The archbishop's badge of the
Bourchier knot is placed under the king's bust, and
quatrefoils are found at the sides of the king's neck as
on the early London half-groats. On the reverse of those
which I take to be heavy coins there Is no mint-mark,
but on others of ordinary light weight the rose is some-
times found. Not many of these coins are, however, to
be met with. One variety with the rose on the reverse
has on the obverse the peculiar feature of wedge-shaped